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of Roiien, of saint Malo and of la Rochelle, he re-
ceived from the late Henry the Great, of happy
memory, full power and authority, as Lieutenant of
the King in these said countries, from the fortieth to
the forty-sixth parallel of latitude, for there ended
the power given him to dispose of lands. However,
his rights of trade and government extended to the
54th parallel, as [6] can be learned from the Royal
letters that were sent to him. Thus, by sieur de
Monts's Commission, it seems that they took occasion
to narrow down the boundaries of New France: for
(as we have said) hitherto it had extended as far
South as Florida, while now it is generally bounded
on the South by the thirty-ninth parallel of latitude,
as you see by our chart. Its Eastern boundary is
our sea; its Western, will be the China sea, if we
have force and courage enough; as to other bound-
aries, it has none which are definite, the country be-
ing unlimited, and ten or twelve times more exten-
sive than our entire France.

Now sieur de Monts, having the authority and
power mentioned, and being well equipped and [7] ac-
companied, left France in the year 1604, just a
hundred years after the discovery of this country,
and went to live upon the Coast of Norembegue among
the Eteminquoys people, upon a small Island, which
he called sainte Croix. Butmisfortune overtook him
there, for he lost a great many of his people by sick-
ness.

Leaving there the following year, forced by neces-
sity, he changed his dwelling place to Port Royal,
towards the East Southeast, some twenty-six leagues
away, in Acadie or the Souriquoys country. Here
he remained only two years, for the associated Mer-



